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I came across a list with a telling title: “Great Truths About Life That Little Children Have Learned.” 
Let me share a few of these “great truths” with you. 

7. “Never ask your 3-year-old brother to hold a tomato… or a raw egg.” 
6. “You can’t trust dogs to watch your food for you.” 
5. “School lunches stick to the wall.” 
4. “You can’t hide a piece of broccoli in a glass of milk.”  
3. “Don’t sneeze when somebody is cutting your hair.” 
2. “When your mom is mad at your dad, don’t let her brush your hair.” 
1. “No matter how hard you try you cannot baptize a cat.” 
  
Can’t you just see some children trying to baptize a cat… and learning from that experience that this is 

just not a good thing to do. The point is clear: A dramatic, personal, eye-opening experience can give us new 
insight, new perception, new vision. 

 
That’s precisely what we discover in this amazing story in John 9. It’s so packed with the stuff of life. 

There is so much here… blindness and sight, sickness and healing, prejudice and love, fear and faith, rejection 
and acceptance, defeat and victory. It’s almost as if this lectionary Gospel passage was hand picked or 
something to address you and I directly and personally in the midst of this whole Pandemic. 

 
I mentioned a few weeks ago, that usually, when someone comes to Jesus with a question, Jesus answers 

with another question, or with a parable or a challenge. In fact, author Philip Yancey says he once heard that 
Jesus was asked 183 questions in the Bible, and he only answered three of them directly. Three out of one-
hundred-eighty-three.1 

 
This is the Bible’s way of saying, this is one of the most important questions of human existence it’s one 

of the few instances when Jesus answers a question directly. Why was this man blind since birth? Jesus flipped 
it upside-down and said, “You are asking the wrong question. You are looking for someone to blame. There is 
no such cause-effect here. Look instead for what God can do.”2 

 
After saying this, he healed the man. Did you catch that there are two acts of healing here? There is, of 

course, the physical healing. He received his sight! But the first act of healing occurred when the blind man 
heard Jesus say, “You are asking the wrong question. You are looking for someone to blame. There is no 
such cause-effect here. Look instead for what God can do.” Jesus’ statement gave the man hope and healed his 
sense that his disability was somehow a curse that made him a lesser man.  

 
There’s a powerful story about a mom who took her children to a crowded restaurant one day (I know, 

sounds luxurious these days doesn’t it?). Her six-year-old son prayed: “God is great and God is good, Let us 
thank him for the food, and God I would thank you even more if Mom gets us ice cream for dessert. (wait	it	
gets	better)	And liberty and justice for all! Amen!”  

	
Along with the laughter from the other customers nearby, a woman at the very next table growled 

loudly: “That’s what’s wrong with this country. Kids today don’t even know how to pray. The very idea… 
asking God for ice cream! Why I never.” 

 
Hearing this, the little six-year-old boy burst into tears he thought, “Did I do it wrong? I’m sorry. Is 

God mad at me?”  
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Just then an elderly gentleman walked over. He winked at the little boy and he said: “I know God really 
well. We visit every day and I happen to know that God loved your prayer. It may have been the best one God 
has heard all day.”  

 
“Really?” the little boy asked.  
 
“Cross my heart,” said the man. Then he leaned over and whispered into the little boy’s ear “Too bad 

she never asks God for ice cream. A little ice cream is good for the soul sometimes.” 
 
Naturally, the mom ordered ice cream for her kids at the end of the meal. The little six-year-old boy 

paused after picking up his spoon and then he did something that no one in that restaurant that day will ever 
forget. He picked up his sundae and without a word walked over and placed it in front of the woman at the next 
table who started the whole thing. With a big smile he said to her: “Here, this is for you. Ice cream is good for 
the soul sometimes and my soul is good already!’  

 
The people in the restaurant applauded and somewhere Jesus was smiling… because that little boy had 

already learned how to look at others with the eyes of sacrificial love. Sight (true sight) is always a matter of the 
heart… not the eyes.3 

 
When we see with our hearts, we see the way Christ sees, we see people differently. We see everyone as 

part of God’s family… and we accept anyone and embrace each unique person and help everybody and treat all 
with respect and love.  

 
When we see with our hearts, it changes the way we see ourselves, it changes the way we see other 

people and most importantly, it changes the way we see God.  
 
There’s one last fascinating thing here in John 9. Did you notice the way the healed man referred to 

Jesus? Did you notice the growth? There is a magnificent progression here as he sees more and more clearly.  
 
First, he refers to Jesus as a Man. He says “The man Jesus did this for me.”  
 
Next, He calls Jesus a Prophet. He says: “To be able to do this he must be a Prophet.”  
 
Then in that intimate moment at the end he sees Jesus as the Son of God and claims Him as “The Lord 

of His Life.” 
 
Do you see it (heart)…? The closer he gets to Jesus, the more time he spends with Jesus,… the clearer 

he sees God!  
 
And that’s the way it works for us, too, That’s what it means to see with your heart, to see as Christ sees. 
 
Friends, I’m not naive, this Pandemic has me just as scared as anyone else. I don’t have any furniture to 

put in a house I can’t own. But I believe the best days for us, the best days of Calvin’s 175 years are before her.  
 
With church doors shutting all across America, God has positioned Calvin in a place of strength and 

vitality where together we can show the world that the Church has never been about a building. Christ’s Church 
has always been about the people of God, being united with God out there in the world meeting human needs 
for God. Or in other words, this Divinely different, Universally unique, incessantly Inspired thing we love and 
call Calvin is about seeing with our hearts, like Christ sees.  
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AMEN?!  
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