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Song for Autumn 
by Mary Oliver 

In the deep fall  
don’t you imagine the leaves think how  

comfortable it will be to touch  
the earth instead of the  

nothingness of air and the endless  
freshets of wind? And don’t you think  

the trees themselves, especially those with mossy,  
warm caves, begin to think  

of the birds that will come — six, a dozen — to sleep
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inside their bodies? And don’t you hear  
the goldenrod whispering goodbye,  

the everlasting being crowned with the first  
tuffets of snow? The pond  

vanishes, and the white field over which  
the fox runs so quickly brings out  

its blue shadows. And the wind pumps its  
bellows. And at evening especially,  

the piled firewood shifts a little,  
longing to be on its way. 

Poet Mary Oliver died January 17, 2019.  She won the National Book Award and the Pulitzer Prize. In 2007 
The New York Times described her as "far and away, this country's best-selling poet.” There’s an earthiness 
and spirituality in her work. Like all great poets, Oliver invited the reader–through words–to imagine and 
connect and… live. 

Mary Oliver’s poetry came to mind as I thought about my daughter’s upcoming wedding in October. 
Mairé (Celtic for “Mary”; named after my grandmother and a Van Morrison song) is our middle child. She 
is the free spirit of the family and takes after me in that she loves The Beatles and reggae legend Bob 
Marley (whose birthday she shares). Apple and tree? 

I can’t believe “my little girl” is getting married? Wasn’t it just yesterday she came into this world at 
Sewickley Hospital during a winter storm? Wasn’t it just yesterday I changed her stinky diapers? As 
English folksinger Sandy Denny sang, “Where does the time go?” 

Autumn (which will arrive September 21st) is my favorite season. The cool air, the fabulous colors in 
nature, donuts and hot tea, long-sleeve shirts and sweatshirts… signs that to everything there is a season. 

My season of serving as your Interim Pastor is coming to an end. The Pastor Nominating Committee is 
hard at work and (I hope) should be finished soon. One more transition for Calvin Church when the new 
person arrives and leads you into God’s future. You can handle it. You’re equipped to handle it. 

Like the Mary Oliver poem above, my work will take me elsewhere like the wind blowing leaves about. 
So, I, too am longing to be on my way so you can have someone else to grow with.

Doug Gebhard

Doug Gebhard Away in October 
Interim Pastor, Doug Gebhard, will be away October 9-15. His daughter Mairé is getting 
married in the mountains (near Brevard) of  western North Carolina.
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September Worship 

September 1st 
Reading: Luke 14:1, 7-14 
Theme: Delayed Gratification (Doug Gebhard) 
Lord’s Supper celebrated at both services 

September 8th 
Reading: n/a 
Theme: n/a (Connie Frierson) 

September 15th 
Reading: Luke 15:1-10 
Theme: What’s So Wrong with Repenting? (Doug 
Gebhard) 

September 22nd 
Reading: Luke 16:1-13 
Theme: Divided Loyalties (Doug Gebhard) 

September 29th 
Reading: Revelation 22.1-7 
Theme: A River Flows Through It (Doug Gebhard) 

Looking ahead: 
October 5th 
Theme: World Communion Sunday 

Adult Education 

During the month of September, Doug will discuss 
The Book fo Revelation: Foundation of Christian 
Hope 

September 8 
What is Apocalyptic Literature? How to Read 
Revelation (and the Bible) 

September 15 
Life of the World to Come: Visions for Israel and the 
Church 

September 22 
Resistance is Futile: Violence in Revelation 

September 29 
The Ultimate Hope: Union of Heaven and Earth with 
Eden Restored 

Prayer Vigil 

The Third Thursday Prayer Vigil is beginning again 
this fall on September 19th from 6:00 p.m. — 8:00 
p.m. 

Study Groups 
The Tuesday morning Devotional Prayer Group will start on 
September 17th at 9:30 a.m. and will start to discuss the book A 
Testament of Devotion. This book is a classic.  Marie asked her 
husband to read the introduction and the next thing she knew he had 
purchased his own copy!  He is really enjoying reading it and having 
his “rational scientific mind” get invited into exploring other ways of 
experiencing life.   
If you want to be on the bulk book order list, please contact Marie by 
September 8th.  If you plan to join the group but have your own book, 
please let Marie know so she can include you in her email 
correspondence for the Fall Devotional Group.  You can contact her at 
MarieCampbell@zoominternet.net. 

The Centering Prayer Group will also be returning on September 
17th after the Devotional Prayer Group at 10:45 a.m. 

Open Circle will meet Tuesday, September 24th at 7:30 p.m. at the 
home of Kathy Efaw. Judy will lead the study from the book "Who Is 
Jesus" lesson 7. 

GIFT group is starting up again on September 12th at 7:00 p.m. in the 
fellowship room. We will be reading Dinner with Buddha by Roland 
Merullo. Contact Kelly Casey with questions at kncasey@gmail.com or 
text/call 724-713-4854. 

The Beth Moore bible study group will begin meeting on October 
2nd at 7:00 p.m. where they will be discussing the book A Woman’s 
Heart: God’s Dwelling Place. Explore the fascinating account of the 
building of the Old Testament tabernacle, the significance of its 
intricate design, its pivotal role in God's eternal plan, the grand 
fulfillment of its purpose by Jesus Christ, and its variety of meanings 
for your walk with God today. 

In this 10-session in-depth Bible study you will be challenged to 
prepare your heart, like the holy of holies, to become a home for His 
love and glory — a dwelling place for the Most High God. 

The study requires a Member Workbook Guide which involves 
individual lesson work.  The cost of the workbook is $18.00 
Deadline to order a workbook is September 20th. If you would like to 
attend or for more information, please contact Donna Galbraith at   
724-766-7732 (Home) or 412-585-2780 (Cell) or 
galb228@zoominternet.net  

Women’s Association 
Mark your calendar for Sunday, October 27th. The Women's 
Association will be selling items from Ten Thousand Villages between 
services and after the second service. More information will be in the 
October newsletter.

News You Can Use
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Fall Spiritual Retreat  
“Give it a rest”. Did you hear the sermon that Pastor Doug gave us on August 25th?  The Spiritual 
Retreat is coming up on Saturday, September 28th from 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.  Try taking a break 
from your Saturday routine and spend some time “regrouping with God” at the Frierson Farm. 
Lunch will be provided.  

The retreat is $15.00 per person payable to Calvin Church, please mark “Retreat” in the memo 
line.  To register, call or email Marie Campbell at MarieCampbell@zoominternet.net.  Registration and payment deadline is 
September 16th.

News You Can Use

Family Game Night 
The next game night is Saturday, September 21st from 6:30 — 9:00 p.m. Please consider joining 
us for an evening of fun and getting to know one another better.  Bring a favorite game or two, 
along with a snack or drink to share.  If you aren't a game player, just come for the fellowship.  
We would love to make this a monthly event, so please come and show your interest. Any 
questions, contact Cathy Baker at cathyab@zoominternet.net or 724-971-5861.

Calvin Church Choir Rehearsals Resume 
The Calvin Choir is resuming on September 25th with rehearsals on most Wednesday evenings from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. Mostly 
singing at the 11:00 a.m. on Sundays, the choir is all-volunteer, and no auditioning is necessary.

Preschool News 
The Zelienople Preschool is selling Beatrice Pies again this year for the holidays beginning 
Monday, September 16th. Order forms will be available on the counter in Fellowship Hall. The 
orders and payment are due by October 10th. Delivery will be November 13th. Pies will be 
frozen, so they will need to be picked up on delivery day. 

The preschool is collecting 42 oz. round oatmeal containers (not the smaller sizes) and receipts 
from Chick-fil-A at the Cranberry and Wexford locations. You can leave the receipts in the 
Preschool mailbox by the church office. There will be a box under the Missions table in 
Fellowship Hall to put  the oatmeal containers in. They will be collecting both throughout the 
entire school year. 

Sunday School Begins Soon 
Sunday school starts September 8th at 10:00 a.m. for all children from age 4 through grade 8.  We will be meeting downstairs 
in the newly decorated Sunday school room (the former first and second grade room).  Come and join us as we take a 
journey with the Apostle Paul and learn through stories, crafts, science, games, and more. 

Youth Groups (CYG) Returning 
We have a group for students in grades 5 through 12 on Sunday evenings. The 2019-2020 program begins on September 
8th, with middle schoolers (grades 5-8) meeting from 6:00 to 7:00 p.m., and high schoolers (grades 9-12) meeting from 7:00 
to 8:30 p.m. The program focuses on discovering faith and putting it into action in the real world of our students.
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Thank you from our worship volunteer musicians 
Thank you for supporting Adam, Andrew, and Sam - our 
Sunday worship volunteer musicians - as they attended 
Music & Nature Camp at "Wooten Woods" in Tennessee 
last week at Victor Wooten’s Center for Music & Nature, 
along with international students, led by master 
instructors. Private donations from Calvin members 
covered 50% of the students’ tuition and some travel 
expenses. 

"The trip to Tennessee was an amazing and unique 
experience, and I will definitely be taking its lessons far 
beyond the camp. Thank you to the congregation for 
giving us this outstanding opportunity; we are all very 
grateful.” - Andrew Cummings 

"Thank you to all the congregation for supporting my 
musical journey. It means so much to have a church family that is so willing to contribute in any way possible. Whether by 
helping to fund camp tuition or just appreciating the music on Sunday mornings. The Calvin congregation is truly special. 
Thank you again.” - Adam Corrigan 

"Thanks to the entire congregation for making the trip to Wooten Woods possible for the entire music team. The life-
changing experiences that took place there have bettered me as a musician and a taken me a step closer to adulthood. I, and 
the others on the trip, will make sure to share our new found musicianship throughout Calvin services this year." - Sam 
McCune

Godspell is a musical composed by Stephen Schwartz with 
the book by John-Michael Tebelak. The show opened off-
Broadway on May 17, 1971, and has since been produced by 
multiple touring companies and in many revivals. The 2011 
revival played on Broadway from October 13, 2011 through 
June 24, 2012. 

Godspell began as a project by the drama students at Carnegie 
Mellon University, then moved to the off-off-Broadway theater La 
MaMa Experimental Theatre Club in the East Village of 
Manhattan. The show was then re-scored for an off-
Broadway production, which became a long-running success.  

The musical is structured as a series of parables, primarily based 
on the Gospel of Matthew. The parables are interspersed with 
music set primarily to lyrics from traditional hymns, with 
the passion of Christ appearing briefly near the end of the show. 
Even after the haunting crucifixion, Jesus’ message of kindness, 
tolerance and love lives vibrantly on.

Prepare Ye the way… 
Calvin Church Youth Musical

Performances 
Friday, November 22 @ 7:30 

Saturday, November 23 @ 3:00 and 7:30 
Sunday, November 24 @ 3:00 

Suggested donation  
Adults $10 / Students $5
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The PNC is continuing to narrow its search, 
meeting directly with candidates and hearing 
them preach. We have several candidates still 
in the running as we assess their talents 
against the future needs of our congregation.   

Please continue to keep the PNC in your 
prayers during this critical time. 

Pastor Nominating Committee Update
Committee Members 

David Sloat 
Jane Lavender 
Rich Gigliotti 

Caroline Baker 
Wils Cooley 

Judy Kercovich 
Alicia McKee 

Eric Stoltenberg

PNC Process 
PNC works on MIF (in progress 1/2019) 
PNC submits completed MIF Session for 

review and approval 
MIF reviewed and approved by the MVC 
PNC given access to upload MIF to CLC 
MIF’s and PIF’s matched via CLC; candidates 

also submit PIF’s without using CLC 
PNC interviews candidates 
Narrows to final 3-5 candidates 
Final candidate interviewed by MVC 
PNC extends call to candidate; Terms of Call 

negotiated 
Candidate preaches at church and 

congregation votes on candidate 
Pastor-Elect begins ministry 
Presbytery conducts ordination/installation 

service

August Session Highlights 
Communications Committee 
✓media/social media policy to be developed, e.g. photo release forms, designee to upload media to Instagram, etc. 
✓website to be redesigned for more interactivity 

Financial Task Force, Membership Committee & Mission Committee 
✓these committees/groups recommended re-introducing the offering in worship; Session to discern with discussion in 

September 
Personnel & Finance Committee 
✓YTD vs. 2018 contributions down (-$9000) 
✓will host congregational conversation regarding finances & PNC work 

Building & Grounds 
✓Kevin Trobaugh attended Harmony Borough Planning Commission meeting & reported on Calvin’s next steps RE: water 

runoff plans

Congratulations Ralph Lowe! 
Ralph Lowe is the new part-time Director of Justice Ministries for Pittsburgh Presbytery. Ralph began his service on the 
presbytery staff July 1st. Ralph is currently attending Pittsburgh Theological Seminary seeking a Master of Divinity degree 
and serving an extended pulpit supply at Cross Roads Presbyterian Church in Gibsonia, in addition to serving as supply for 
churches in the Beaver-Butler Presbytery. 

We wish you luck on this new endeavor!

All Church Bonfire 
You are invited to a night of hayrides and hoorays, fun and fire, sparks and stars, at the Frierson Farm on Saturday, October 
5th from 6:30 — 11:30 p.m. This is a night of fun and conversation not to be missed.  Dinner is a potluck, so bring a dish, and 
perhaps a beverage to share — responsible sharing of beer and wine are permitted. A sign up sheet will be on the bulletin 
board in the narthex, so we have some idea of how many to expect. If you have more questions email the Rev. Frierson at 
conniefrierson@icloud.com.
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Food Cupboard 
More than food was offered at the Food Cupboard in August. Clients with school aged children could 
select backpacks, notebooks, markers, pencils, pens, glue sticks, and other things children need for 
school. Fit Body Boot Camp in Cranberry made a cash donation for the project. HZUMC held a drive to 
collect supplies.  There were other individual donations of backpacks, supplies, and cash. There were 
lots of  smiles as children selected a backpack and the things to fill it. One grateful mother said she 
hadn't known how she could purchase everything her children needed. She expressed relief that her 
children were equipped to start school without added strain to her budget. 

September needs include:   
Canned vegetables 
Canned fruit 
Rice/Pasta sides 
Pasta

Have a contribution or idea for the next newsletter? Send an email to our Office Administrator at office.cpc@zoominternet.net 
or call 724-452-7560

Mission Matters

Helper meals 
Chili flavor packets 
Stuffing

Peace and Global Witness Offering (World Communion Sunday) 
Sunday, October 6th is World Communion Sunday, and the Peace 
and Global Witness Offering will be received. The Peace and Global 
Witness Offering encourages the church to cast off anxiety and fear, 
discord and division, and embrace our reconciling of God's mission 
with those around the corner and around the world, as active 
peacemakers — at all times and in all ways. 

A gift to the Peace and Global Witness Offering enables the entire church to 
collaborate in our proclamation of Christ's peace. Congregations keep 25% and mid 
councils keep 25% to engage in peacemaking and build ministries of reconciliation in 
their own context or around the world. Some examples of how funds are used: 
✓Help fund educational assistance for veterans 
✓Begin a Senior Companion Program that pairs senior citizens to help with light 

chores, errands and transportation to doctors 
✓ Support work of a mission co-worker 

Inserts will be the bulletins and envelopes will be in the pews.

Israel Information Meeting 
On Sunday, September 22nd at 5:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall there will be an informational meeting about a pilgrimage to 
Israel. The Revs Meta and Stephen Cramer, retired pastors from northeastern Ohio, will be leading their eighth pilgrimage to 
Israel from March 6-15, 2020. In the last few years, several people from Calvin Presbyterian and their friends have gone with 
the Cramers on this pilgrimage. Travel to Israel is a profound spiritual experience as the words of the Bible come alive.   
Several people have told the Cramers that travel to Israel was the highlight of their faith journey. Being in the Holy Land 
deepens your connection with God and God's people.  
  
The cost of the trip is $3,820 for double occupancy and $4,500 for single occupancy. This fee includes airfare, all breakfasts 
and dinners, one lunch, all entrance and transport fees, and all tips. The only added expenses will be 8 lunches, which are 
typically cafeteria style, and any souvenirs you may wish to purchase. You can contact Steve at rev.stevecramer@yahoo.com 
or 330-921-1115 and Meta at metacramer@aol.com or 330-921-1114.

mailto:rev.cramer@yahoo.com
mailto:metacramer@aol.com
mailto:rev.cramer@yahoo.com
mailto:metacramer@aol.com
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Church Staff  and Session Members

415 E. Grandview Ave.
Zelienople, PA  16063

724-452-7560

www.calvinchurchzelie.org

Address Service Requested

	  
Church Staff  
Rev. Doug Gebhard	 	 Interim Senior Pastor 
Rev. Connie Frierson	 	 Associate Pastor for Pastoral Care and Program 
Bruce Smith	 	 	 Director of  Music/Youth Director 
Toni Schlemmer	 	 Director of  Fine Arts 
DeWayne Segafredo	 	 Technical Director/Accompanist 
Dahn Kilroy	 	 	 Office Administrator 
Karen Frank	 	 	 Treasurer 
Greg Zimmerman	 	 Custodial Staff  
Sheldon Weiher		 	 Custodial Staff  
Tom Reiber	 	 	 Worship Visuals 
Scott Caputy	 	 	 Worship Audio 
Maggie Danko		 	 Worship Musician	 
Dr. David English	 	 Music Advisor (Volunteer) 

Session Members 
Cathy Baker	 Clerk of  Session	 Eric Stoltenberg 	 Personnel & Finance Committee 
Kevin Trobaugh	 Building & Grounds Committee	 Steve Fowler	 Worship & Arts Committee 
Glenn Sanders	 Communications Committee	 Marilyn Evans	 Youth Formation & Ed. Committee 
Peter Sylves	 Spiritual Nurture Committee	 Ashley Gigliotti	 Zelienople Nursery School Committee	
Kelly Stefanacci	 Membership Committee	 	 	
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