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Our Lectionary Gospel passage for today is about Peter trying—and ultimately failing—to walk on 
water. But it’s about so much more than that. Because the most important thing to notice this morning isn’t that 
Jesus walked on water or that Peter took at least a few baby steps on the Sea of Galilee.1 

 
The most important thing to notice is that Peter got out of the boat in the first place. Peter trying to walk 

on water is a perfect image of what it means to trust in Christ. It’s the perfect image of what we do when we 
commit our lives to him.  

 
Bruce, Kim Sebring, Frank Baker and I along with 7 of our youth spent last week up at Camp 

Westminster in Michigan. Now to be completely clear:  
1) We were probably safer there than at home.  
2) We only stopped for gas and bathrooms and packed 

lunches for the way there and back.  
3) It was like we were the only ones there. The camp was 

closed for the season and we barely saw the two 
families there, at staggered times, let alone interact 
with them.  

4) We were in a bubble. In a safe, isolated pod.  
5) We got daily temperature checks.  
6) We followed all the safety protocols of the CDC.  
7) We did it with Calvin’s COVID Task Force and 

Sessions approval.  
 

Let me tell you, these young women and men got out of 
their boats, out of their safe, comfortable lives and stepped into 
the water, the unfamiliar, the unknown, not knowing if they’d 
sink or swim. And while they certainly did have many 
opportunities to sink, across the board, they didn’t. Why? 
Because they had faith that it was going to be a life 
transforming week.  

 
Everyone worked their behinds off, cleaning cabins, 

sweeping roofs, scrubbing Yurts, cutting up fallen trees, 
splitting wood and putting up tents. Oh yeah, and Hamilton. We 
estimated that between the 11 of us, if we were earning 
minimum wage, we’d have done in excess of $4,000 worth of 

work.  
 
Oh, and don’t get me wrong, we had plenty of fun. 

These young women and men aced the Low Ropes Course 
Challenges. They kayaked, went for hikes, sat on the dock in 
the bay. Here’s one of my favorites, Bruce calls it Just Before 
Baptism. Mary Grace is a smart one. They enjoyed their time 
together. And every single one of us, myself included, was 
transformed as we walked the labyrinth. There wasn’t a dry 
eye or an untouched heart between us.  

 
We even “Let It Go” on a sunset cruise! The coolest 
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thing was that this was their response to the boat engine stalling. They sang their hearts out while Thomas 
helped get the engine running again! Oh yeah, and when the boat got up and running again, you guessed it, 
more Hamilton.  

 
Did being stranded on a pontoon boat cause them to head for Tarshish instead of Ninevah? Did they 

allow a low ropes course, did they allow hard work to get them down? No! But that doesn’t mean they didn’t 
face obstacles; It means they accepted the helping hand of Christ, because they put their relationship with Christ 
first, because they had faith that this would be a life transforming week, because they made sacrifices to be 
there. And it all worked out for good. 

 
The truth is that Jesus could have solved every problem 

we faced at Camp Westminster before they happened. Think 
back to your life. The truth is in everyday life, Jesus could 
answer our every question about God and life and death and 
suffering before we have them. But he doesn’t. He could have 
calmed every storm and prevented his disciples’ fear in the first 
place before they happened But he didn’t. He could have held 
Peter’s hand and let him do a little dance across the Sea of 
Galilee so Peter too could sing Hamilton. But instead, Jesus 
allowed Peter to learn from his blunder. He didn’t make it easy 
for Peter then, and he doesn’t make it easy for us now. There’s 
a reason for that. Faith requires trust and love requires sacrifice. 

 
Every great relationship is built on trust and love. And 

that’s what God wants with you—a relationship. God is doing 
God’s part. God came in the flesh, to show us the the abundant 
life. Now it’s time for us to do our part. Every faith journey, no 
matter how rocky, begins with getting out of the boat and 
walking toward Jesus. Are you ready to take that step, even if 
it’s a baby step like Peter’s? Even if it’s a step toward someone 
with who currently you’re divided? Even if it’s a step toward 
serving others who you’ll likely never meet?  

 
Friends, get out of the boat, Jesus is waiting for you.  
Amen?! 

                                                
1 This message relied heavily on pictures and video. We’ve tried to share it in print as best we could. Special thanks to Jackson for this video That video and all others 
were taken on Higgins Lake at Westminster Camp where 10 new friends and I spent together the best week of summer 2020. 


