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 This is a new format to us at Calvin. In this age of the corona virus, we are 
streaming worship but not having our usual gathering in person of loved ones and 
visitors.  So, I am speaking to just the worship and music staff.  These are some of 
my dearest friends but I will miss my weekly round of hugs and handshakes. But it 
is our hope that, as we are all practicing keeping a breathing distance from each 
other, we are still the connected, integrated and compassionate church for and with 
each other.  So. I am going to ask you all to pray with me.   
 Holy God, you are a God who knows no limit in space and time.  Your love 
leaps over our boundaries and limits to reach out to each of us.  In this time, I ask 
your spirit to minister to each of us. Speak to us as we wrestle with the Jesus 
example in Holy Scripture. Let us hear your guidance.  In Jesus name we pray. 
Amen. 
 Think with me a moment about what it means to be a Samaritan.  Do you 
have good feelings about a Samaritan or bad?  In our day and age the first thing you 
think about is that Samaritans are good.  We have that lovely story that Jesus tell in 
Luke 10.  A man was on his way to Jericho crossing a wilderness road so rocky and 
inhospitable that it looks the moon. On this road a man is set upon by bandits, 
robbed, beaten and left for dead. The religious establishment, a priest and a Levite 
walk by and offer no help.  But a Samaritan stop, gives aid, bandages the man’s 
wounds, takes him to safety and pays for his health care. We think of Samaritans as 
good, benevolent and compassionate.  Benevolent and compassionate agencies take 
the name Samaritan, like Samaritan Counseling Services, who have an office in our 
Faith House.   
 But to the people of Jesus day, Samaritans were the worst sort.  Memories are 
long in the middle-east.  In 723 B.C. the Assyrians conquered the northern kingdom 
of Israel, but the southern kingdom of Judah remained until the Babylonians 
conquered them about a hundred years later.  The people to the north were carted 
away as slaves and the remaining people inner married with pagans. The  
Samaritans were mixed blood.  Even worse the Samaritans mixed with other 
people’s ideas so, while the Samaritans remained monotheists, and worshiped 
Yahweh, they did it differently. They worshipped on Mt. Gerizim not in Jerusalem.  
They limited the scriptures and only followed the Torah, but not the prophets. 
Today there are still a few Samaritans left in the occupied territories on the West 
Bank near a town called Nablus. Faithful Jews would cross over the river Jordan to 
the eastern side to even avoid walking on Samaritan soil.  Samaritans were Jews but 
not the right sort of Jew.  There is no contempt as strong as the contempt of the 
faithful to the not quite faithful. 
 But this is where Jesus walked from Galilee into Samaria. He did not cross 
over into the eastside of the Trans-Jordan. Jesus path led him into the heart of 
Samaria, to be with the outcast, mixed race, not quite right Jews.  At mid-day in the 
heat of the sun, Jesus came upon the Samaritan woman at the well.   This is a 
woman who is an outcast among outcasts.  Our first hint of how isolated she is, is 
the time of high noon at the well. If she was respectable then she would carry water 
in the cool of the day, when respectable women gathered water and gossiped and 
helped each other. As we come to find out she has had five husbands and lives in a 
man outside of marriage, so she wasn’t welcome at the well in the cool morning or 
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evening times. She is scrappy and argumentative and probably had to claw and 
scrape for anything she got in life.  Her dialogue with Jesus shows how belligerent 
she could be. She points out the obvious to Jesus.  “Why are you talking to me?” 
Men and women didn’t interact. Jews and Samaritans didn’t interact. The lines were 
drawn and Jesus crossed them offering this woman not judgment but living water, 
God’s spirit. 
 In this day and age, I was thinking that everyone is a Samaritan to somebody. 
If we are liberal we are a Samaritan to conservatives. If we are conservative we are 
Samaritans to liberals. But the lines we draw with each other go on and on. We are 
black, or red or yellow or white. We are men and women. We are straight or gay. 
We are for business or we are for the environment. We are dog people or cat 
people. We are rich or poor. And now we are infected with the corona virus or we 
are not.  We are in the high-risk group or we are not. We have all these ways of 
separating the people like us from the people who aren’t like us and therefore don’t 
deserve God’s grace or our love. 
 We have all these ways of dividing and separating from each other.  We like 
to separate sheep from goats. But the remarkable thing right now is how hard it is to 
separate from each other.  In this unique time, the way we can show love for each 
other is by not breathing too closely together.  And we feel the pinch. This web of 
all our connections is difficult to break.  We see how we rely on friends and family 
and church.  But we also see how we rely on the invisible people in farms, and 
warehouses and grocery stores, and mail rooms, and restaurants, and office 
buildings, and schools, and hospitals. One of the invaluable lessons of NOW is that 
we are all connected.  We are all made to be connected to each other.   
 Jesus crossed all the lines to see there is a day coming when everyone will 
worship in spirit and in truth.  Our challenge is how do we worship in spirit and in 
truth in a unique time when we can not be together.  
 We can cross lines of separation even now. 
We can reach out to those in Assisted Living environments with phone calls to chat 
and visit.  We can have a clearing house on the churches phone line with people 
who might need help in getting groceries. We can start a list of people willing to 
share what they have or run errands for those who can’t.  We can make an extra 
portion of any meal we make and be able to deliver it to people who are not going 
out.  We can be positive and encouraging to everyone we email or phone. We can 
make it our business to reach out through telephone calls and Facebook. We can 
discourage panic and hyperbole in blaming and finger pointing. We can be mindful 
of small business owners and buy gift cards or get take out from restaurants to keep 
them in business. We can do something as basic and necessary as share toilet paper.  
I have a few extra rolls, that I will personally deliver to your door if you are in need.  
I’ll ring the doorbell. Leave the paper and run away like a Halloween prankster.  
 The creativity of love might offer some other ways that I am not thinking of 
right now.  But we can share those with each other.  In fact, the Presbyterian 
Church is already thinking of how to help and has shared the web site of Traci  
Smith who has a list of 100 things to do to help get through this strange and 
unsettling time. (http://www.traci-smith.com/covid-19-100-ideas-for-ministers-and-
ministry-leaders) 
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 If we are to worship and spirit and in truth. Worship doesn’t stop when we 
are not physically in this worship space.  The worship extends into how we spend 
our time in this era of social distancing.   
Are we structuring our at home time properly?  Are we making time to worship on 
our own?  Are we lighting a candle, and singing the chant and hymns along with a 
broadcast?  Can we journal about our prayers? Can we spend more time in 
meditation than worry? Can we walk out into the natural world and thank God for 
it.  
 God’s spirit and truth is asking you to use this time for your own retreat into 
what is most important. To live life with God who loves us and loves the others, the 
Samaritans in our midst.  Even if we are the Samaritans. 
  
Amen. 
	

	

	


