
 

   

Continued on page 2…

October 

2020
Friends,  

Can you believe it’s been 9 months since this whole Pandemic started? 
In the beginning Connie and I thought that we’d be back in a month or 
so. Well, it’s been a month of Sunday’s since we worshipped together in 
Calvin’s sanctuary. Yes, it’s been 30 consecutive Sunday’s! That’s a long 
time to be away from our spiritual home! How is your faith, your love of 
God, your love for your neighbor, your love with your spiritual journey 
doing?     

I don’t know what you do on Sunday mornings. If I wasn’t a minister leading online worship, I’d probably 
sleep in Sunday morning, worship in my PJs, whenever and with whoever, possibly even as I drive to the 
woods or walk the neighborhood (LOL-last two not in my PJs).  

I’m not suggesting that’s what you do, or even that there’s anything inherently wrong with that. What I am 
suggesting is that like most things in life, we get out of Worship, what we put into Worship.  

Despite the fact that Session and Calvin’s COVID Task Force (CCTF) is discerning God’s will for how a 
limited number of people can Worship each Sunday in person, and because we’re likely not going to have a 
sanctuary filled to the brim for much longer than anyone of us wants to admit, it would be wise if we take 
worshipping at home seriously. 
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I must admit that I feel a little like a hypocrite for saying this because since childhood I’ve never been what 
we call ‘high church.’ Some of you have heard me joke that a suit and tie to me is more of a straitjacket with 
a dog leash. But unprecedented times, for which COVID definitely qualifies, call for unprecedented actions. 
Thus, I strongly encourage you to put aside some time and prayerfully discern God’s will for your at home 
worship. Prayerfully ask, if Jesus went to those lengths for me, what lengths am I willing to go for him?  

Now I’m always on the other side of the camera, so your discernment is going to be much better than mine. 
Still, here’s ten suggestions to consider: 

✴ Set up a home alter.  
✴ Place a cross prominently, whether it’s standup or around your neck, on the alter.  
✴ Include a Bible open to that week’s scripture and follow along.  
✴ Light some candles to invite the light of Christ into your sanctuary.  
✴ Put some flowers in a vase to celebrate a loved one.  
✴ Place pictures of people you actively pray for on the alter.  

✴ Silence your smart phones and devices and put them in another room. If God can go the distance for 
us, we can sacrifice an hour without our second brains/toys. I have it on good authority that even 
ministers are easily distracted by a ding or a buzz.      

✴ Worship with someone; worship is a community event. Worship at a later time if Sunday is the only 
day your teenagers get to sleep in. Facetime or video conference with family and friends to worship 
together if you need to….   

✴ Prepare the space in which you’ll be worshipping. Put things away that distract and place things in 
that space that are worshipful like a cross, a Bible, a lit candle, some flowers, etc.  

✴ Shower and get dressed for the day. Brush your teeth and put on makeup. You don’t have to wear 
your “Sunday finest” but something better than your bathrobe, PJs or t-shirt and boxers will help 
worship feel more reverent. 

✴ Gather with your loved ones before worship. Light a candle together. Pray for the light of Christ to 
enter your home sanctuary. This will help everyone transition from sleep, play and casual time, to 
worshipping the Lord of the Universe.  

✴ On Communion Sundays and or holidays engage worship with a lil more reverence. Get dressed to 
the nines! Use the fine china for Communion! Gather in a different space like the dining room to set 
that Sunday apart. Think about it, you get out your best for a guest, and this is for Jesus!  

✴ Pray the prayers out loud! Chant the chants! Sing the songs! Read the scriptures along with the 
reading. Take notes not just during the sermon, but also during the times of worship that are most 
meaningful to you. Start a worship journal! Make home worship an active engaging experience that is 
different than and more than anything else you do in front of the screen.  

✴ Engage technology! Set up a Facebook Watch Party or Zoom Video Conference to worship with 
people you love. You can worship from anywhere, at any time and with anyone you want! You can 
even share the service with someone you thought of during worship or who you think needs a lil pick 
up. You can even share just about any part of worship on your social media and comment on what it 
meant to you. You could make just about any social media platform like a worship journal! What a 
great evangelism tool!  

✴ Set time aside for an offering. Give online or write the check as a family after prayerfully thanking 
God for all the blessings you’ve received. After hitting send or sealing the envelope pray together that 
God does what God does and your offering is multiplied so that others may know the blessings 
received through Christ.  

Continued on page 3…
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I’m not sure anyone really knows or appreciates just how much every single one of Calvin’s worship team 
puts into each and every worship. This was true before the Pandemic and it’s even more true now, during 
it. We all strive to create an environment that is welcoming, reverent, beautiful, inspiring and as free from 
distractions as possible. When we plan worship, we plan it to be inspiring, engaging and participatory. But 
our Worship Team can only do so much. The challenge we all face, whether we worship at home online, on 
the road online, in the woods online,… is to create an environment for worship, develop a personal attitude 
for worship, and help our loved ones grow in worship just like we would if we were worshipping in-
person.  

Isn’t that what our faith is really about? Facing the challenges of each day in a way that makes it real, 
authentic and irresistible to everyone God positions in our lives?  

Amen?!  

Godspeed!

Peace and Global Witness Special Offering (World Communion Sunday) 
“So then let us pursue the things which make for peace and the 
building up of one another.” Romans 14:19 

From September 20th to October 4th we will receive donations for 
the Peace & Global Witness Offering. Gifts to the Offering support 
ministries that seek to build justice, mercy, and reconciliation, 
addressing issues such as violence, human trafficking, and racism. By 
sharing the money raised, the Offering allows ministries at the national level (50%), mid-
councils such as synods and Beaver Butler Presbytery (25%), and our own congregation 
(25%) to deepen our awareness and commitment to peacemaking efforts.  

The Calvin Mission Committee will use our portion of your offerings to help fund the 
purchase of the book, Waking Up White and Finding Myself in the Story of Race, chosen by 
David Paul and Ralph Lowe for the small groups study in the Fall. 

You can give in the following ways:  

By Mail:  
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)  
PO Box 643700  
Pittsburgh, PA 15264-3700  

Mobile Giving:  
Text SHARING to 56512  

Over the Phone:  
800-728-7228  

Online: 
https://specialofferings.pcusa.org/make-a-gift/gift-info/peace-global-witness/

https://specialofferings.pcusa.org/make-a-gift/gift-info/peace-global-witness/
https://specialofferings.pcusa.org/make-a-gift/gift-info/peace-global-witness/
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Study Groups 
The Tuesday Women’s Devotional Group will start reading the 
book Making All Things New: An Invitation to the Spiritual Life by 
Henri J.M. Nouwen for the month of October. The group will meet 
on October 6th, 13th, 20th and 27th. This is an old classic so you 
may want to buy it with time for delivery. There are three online 
sources that people in the group have used to order:  
AbeBooks.com, (Half Price Books) hub.com, and Amazon.com.  
Abebooks.com had a few copies at $5.99 with free shipping. 
However, delivery times have taken longer than in the past.  Amazon 
also has a Kindle version book  for $8.99 and an Audible version for 
$0.00 with Audible trial. 

This Devotional Group starts via ZOOM at 9:30 —10:30 a.m. but we 
will have a “chat time” from 9:00 — 9:30 a.m. Please let Marie know 
via email at  Marie.l.Campbell@icloud.com if you wish her to send 
you a “ZOOM invitation” to join the group. 

You may not know that there are two groups of women from Calvin 
that meet once a month to study the Bible. We meet to nurture our 
faith through prayer and Bible study, to support the mission of the 
church world wide and to work for justice and peace. 

The Daytime Circle study group met at Passavant, so they are not 
meeting at his time.  

The Open Circle meets the fourth Tuesday of each month from 7:00 
— 9:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. Masks are required and social 
distancing is practiced. Open Circle means that women of all ages 
are invited to join us in prayer and study in an open circle of 
fellowship. We have just started a new book, Cloud of Witnesses, 
The Community of Christ in Hebrews. We look forward to welcoming 
new members to our group and we have extra books for those who 
might like to attend. Our next meeting is Tuesday, October 27th and 
Agnes will be leading us in our study of Chapter 3. Come be part of 
our Bible Study. 

Third Thursday Prayer Vigil 
The next Third Thursday online vigil will be October 15th from 6:00 
— 8:00 p.m. You can access the prayer vigil by going to our website 
at calvinchurchzelie.org. If you have a request, please send it to 
calvinprayerrequest@gmail.com. You can also visit Church Connect 
to fill out the prayer request form. 

News You Can Use
Special Guest at Coffee Hour 
October 11th 

Please join us for a special Coffee Hour on Sunday, 
October 11th from 10:30 – 11:30 a.m. Jennifer Johns, 
a Licensed Professional Counselor with Samaritan 
Counseling Center, will be speaking about stress and 
anxiety and how to tell the difference between the 
two. The Samaritan Counseling Center is a faith 
based counseling center that meets people where 
they are in their walk of life mentally and spiritually. 
There will also be a time towards the end of the 
coffee hour for questions.  

Join Coffee Hour 
Meeting ID: 896 5039 8384 
Password: 056457 

You can also join our normal Coffee Hours on 
October 4th, 18th and 25th at 10:30 a.m. 

Calvin Unplugged 

We will be having two outdoor Calvin Unplugged 
services in October. They will be October 4th and 
18th at 4:00 p.m. under the canopies at the church. 
Please park in the front lot and sit in the side lot next 
to Faith House. 

The guidelines are the same as the previous services: 
Please bring your own chair!   
Please DO NOT bring food or drink to share! 
Please bring your masks!   
Please DO NOT bring that book you need to 
return…!  
Please keep socially distant!  
Please DO NOT give into the urge to go hug a 
friend! 
Please come on time!    
Please DO NOT stay to talk to anyone afterwards, 
staff included!  
Please come filled with love!   
Please DO NOT come with a full bladder (no 
bathrooms)! 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89650398384?pwd=b0F3U2RscmFBTkUzOFhRb1I3MjJxQT09
http://abebooks.com/
http://hub.com/
http://amazon.com/
mailto:Marie.l.Campbell@icloud.com
http://calvinchurchzelie.org
mailto:calvinprayerrequest@gmail.com
https://www.churchtrac.com/connect?ui=BB0A5BB0
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89650398384?pwd=b0F3U2RscmFBTkUzOFhRb1I3MjJxQT09
http://abebooks.com/
http://hub.com/
http://amazon.com/
mailto:Marie.l.Campbell@icloud.com
http://calvinchurchzelie.org
mailto:calvinprayerrequest@gmail.com
https://www.churchtrac.com/connect?ui=BB0A5BB0
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Trunk or Treat at Calvin 
Join us Saturday, October 24th from 4:00 — 6:00 p.m. for a spooktacular Trunk or Treat in the 
Calvin Church parking lot!  
All are welcome to participate. There will be a contest for the best trunk and best costume.  
Come prepared to have fun!  
You must follow all the COVID-19 safety protocols. If you would like more information 
please contact Abbie Hoffman at abbiepaigehoffman88@gmail.com.

Food Cupboard 
Calvin volunteers are needed at the Food Cupboard on October 19th & 20th. 

• Oct. 19th (morning): Volunteers will receive food from the Greater Pittsburgh Food Bank (GPFB), 
stock shelves, and pack frozen food (Winter gloves are a good idea when handling frozen food). 
The GPFB truck regularly arrives at 9:00 a.m., but last month they delivered at 8:30 a.m. I'll have a 
better idea of the delivery time on the 16th. 

• Oct. 20th (9:00 a.m. — finish): Packing of non-perishable items 
• Oct. 20th (6:30 — 8:00 p.m.): Drive-by pick up. Clients do not get out of their cars. Grocery carts 

are used to take food from the building to the cars. 

We are trying to limit the number of people volunteering at any time. If you can help, please contact me at 724-368-3455 or 
Jacksorchard@zoominternet.net with date(s) and time(s) so that I can ensure all available spots are filled. 

***As a reminder: masks are required for all volunteers

News You Can Use
Ten Thousand Villages Sale 
Every year the Women's Association holds a sale the end of October at the church in Fellowship 
Hall featuring items made by women from all over the World. The money raised goes to the women 
that made the items to support their families and 10% of the total profit comes back to us to support 
a project in our own community.  

This year will be a little different. The catalog will be virtual and there will be some physical catalogs 
to give out to people that would like to look that way. The sale will run from October 25th thru 
November 15th. The items will NOT be shipped. Judy Kercovich will receive the purchased items 
and set up a time when people can come and pick up their orders. You will have everything before 
Thanksgiving.  

This is the link to the online version of the catalogue: 
https://simplebooklet.com/holiday2020fundraisingcatalog   

This is the  link to the online version of the store, where you can place orders:  
https://ten-thousand-villages-pittsburgh.square.site/ 
You must enter the code FUNDZELI during checkout so TTV knows that the order is for the Women’s Association fundraiser. 

Please email Judy Kercovich at jkercovich@yahoo.com or contact the church office if you would like a catalog. 

Please support the women in these Third World countries that work so hard to support their families during this difficult time.

mailto:Jacksorchard@zoominternet.net
mailto:abbiepaigehoffman88@gmail.com
https://simplebooklet.com/holiday2020fundraisingcatalog
https://ten-thousand-villages-pittsburgh.square.site/
mailto:jkercovich@yahoo.com
mailto:abbiepaigehoffman88@gmail.com
https://simplebooklet.com/holiday2020fundraisingcatalog
https://ten-thousand-villages-pittsburgh.square.site/
mailto:jkercovich@yahoo.com
mailto:Jacksorchard@zoominternet.net


Sunday	
9:00	a.m.	 Online	Worship	Service	
10:30	a.m.	 Coffee	Hour*		
6:00	p.m.	 CYG3	grades		4-6	(Beginning	9/20)	 	  
	 CYG2	grades	7-8	
7:00	p.m.	 CYG	grades	9-12

He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your seed 
for sowing and increase the har7est of your righteousness.

October 2020

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

4:00	p.m.  
Calvin	Unplugged

6:00	p.m.  
Membership*	
7:00	p.m.	
Youth	Formation*

7:00	p.m.  
Building	&	Grounds*

7:00	p.m.  
GIFT	Group

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

6:00	p.m.  
Communications*	
7:00	p.m.  
Personnel	&	Finance*

6:00	p.m.  
Mission*	
7:00	p.m.	
Spiritual	Nurture*	

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

4:00	p.m.  
Calvin	Unplugged

7:00	p.m.  
Session*

7:00	p.m.  
GIFT	Group

4:00	p.m.	
Trunk	or	Treat

25 26 27 28 29 30 31

7:00	p.m.  
Open	Circle

2 Corinthians 9:10

Tuesday	
9:30	a.m.	 GraceFit	Yoga	
	 Devotional	Prayer	Group*

*	Meetings	happening	via	Zoom

Events	are	subject	to	change	depending	on	state	or	federal	mandates.

Thursday	
7:00	a.m.	 Men’s	Room*
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Rev. A. David Paul	 	 Senior Pastor 
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Bruce Smith	 	 	 Director of  Music/Youth Director 
Toni Schlemmer	 	 Director of  Fine Arts 
DeWayne Segafredo	 	 Technical Director/Accompanist 
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Karen Frank	 	 	 Treasurer 
Greg Zimmerman	 	 Custodial Staff  
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Dr. David English	 	 Music Advisor (Volunteer) 

Session Members 
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Kevin Trobaugh	 Building & Grounds Committee	 Steve Fowler	 Worship & Arts Committee 
	 Communications Committee	 Marilyn Evans	 Youth Formation & Ed. Committee 
Lisa Buechele	 Spiritual Nurture Committee	 Denee Stevenson	 Mission Committee 
Kelly Stefanacci	 Membership Committee	 Ashley Gigliotti	 Zelienople Nursery School Committee	
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