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OK class, this is a pop quiz: What are the five areas of focus for the Interim Pastor and congregation during 
a transition? Time’s up. Hand in your answers. (Answer key is below.) 

You’re in luck because I’m not grading this exercise but I do want to make a point: the work of a 
Transitional Pastor is very different from that of an installed Pastor. More and more we refer to our work as 
“transitional.” Our work is collaborative work with the congregation as they transition between pastors.  

Of course, the work of ministry continues during the transition as the congregation does its part of living 
out its vision and mission. Baptisms are performed, the Lord’s supper is celebrated, worship is every 
Lord’s Day, prayer is ceaseless, new members join, and mission continues. 

CALVIN’S NEWS AND NOTES

Transition Ministry Redux
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Vacation Bible School 
The Youth Formation and Education Committee have set a date for this years Vacation Bible 
School.  The dates are July 29th through August 2nd from 6:00 — 8:00 p.m.  The theme will be To 
Mars and Beyond, Explore Where God’s Power Takes You.   

Volunteers are needed for decorating, crafts, story time, science (mission), 
snack, and registration. If you feel called to help, or would like your kids to 
join in on the fun, you may contact Kim Sebring at 
sebrings@zoominternet.net or 724-584-0171.  

Scan the QR Code to the left with your phone’s camera or visit the website: 
https://tmab.cokesburyvbs.com/calvinchurchzeli

Transitional ministers labor in a season of change and uncertainty. Change occurs with or without us (us = 
the church) because God is not a couch-potato God. God leads, guides, pulls us into new directions, new 
ventures. The future is and ever will be, and we transition ministers (by the grace of God and more than a 
little pluck) facilitate congregations’ embrace of “what will be.” 

(For those interested here’s the answer key.) Our work is focused on five areas of the congregation: 
heritage (history), mission (purpose), leadership (empowering new leaders), connections (with the 
community, the denomination), and future (embracing possibilities). The conviction is that when 
congregations intentionally engage in these areas, the transition to the next Pastor will be done more 
smoothly, which will benefit the next Pastor and (ultimately) the congregation. 

Much of my transitional work has been done quietly, behind the scenes, with some of it done more visibly. 
During the next month, I’ll be preaching on a couple of these tasks and hope this will put my work in a 
new light and will inspire you to think more about embracing the future God has in store for you. 

My ministry is in its end stages. The PNC is doing its work and will eventually find the person God is 
calling to lead you into God’s future. And life will go on for “to every thing there is a season.”

News You Can Use

Calvin Church Softball League 
The Calvin Church softball league is looking for players! 
This league is co-ed so anyone is welcome.  Contact Cary 
Efaw at efaw@zoominternet.net if you are interested. 

The games are double-headers played at the Middle 
Lancaster Field on Route 19 North and begin at 6:15 p.m. 
The field has a playground and a pavilion so bring the 
kids and come out and cheer on the team!

Summer Schedule 
Date  Opponent 
June 5  CAC3 
June 11 Trinity 
June 20 Mt. Zion 
June 25 Victory 2 
July 2  St. Peter’s (Butler) 
July 9  1st Baptist 
July 12  St. Peter’s (Slippery Rock) 

Playoffs begin the week of July 15th.

https://tmab.cokesburyvbs.com/calvinchurchzeli
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June Worship 

June 2 
Reading: Acts 2.42-47 
Theme: Spiritual AND Religious, Doug Gebhard 

June 9 — Pentecost 
Readings: 1 Corinthians 12.4-14 / Acts 2.1-4 
Theme: Spirituality and Music  
Bruce Smith, Toni Schlemmer, and Doug 
Gebhard will talk about a song that has meant 
something to them. Each of those songs will be 
performed by the Calvin worship band. 
Lord’s Supper @ 11:00 (wholeness/healing) 

June 16 
Reading: Ephesians 3.14-19 
Theme: Men: We Can Do Better Than This, Doug 
Gebhard 

June 23 
Reading: Matthew 25:31-46 
Theme: Truthfulness in Service [Ghana Mission] 
Guest preacher: Rev Ken Djotepe, Director of 
Programmes Ecumenical and Social Relations, 
Oti Presbytery (Ghana) 

Rev. Ken Yao Djotepe is a 
professional marketer and a 
practical theologian. He is 
also an ordained minister of 
the Evangelical Presbyterian 
Church, Ghana. He has served 
as District minister, Men’s 
Programme Officer, and 
currently, he is the Director of 
Programmes, Ecumenical and Social Relations of 
the Church. 

He holds CIM (London), Dip. Pastoral Studies, 
B.A. Social Psychology, Bachelor of Divinity, and 
Master of Theology from Trinity Theological 
Seminary–Legon. 

He is married to Mrs. Betty Attpoe-Djotepe and 
they are blessed with three children; Roxane, 
David, and Daniel. 

June 30 
Reading: 1 Corinthians 3.18-23 
Theme: Interim Task: Future, Doug Gebhard

Prayer Groups 
The Tuesday Women’s Devotional Group will begin again on June 
18th and will end on July 30th. The group is reading the book Mother 
Teresa: Come Be My Light.  It covers her private writings. Marie 
Campbell will be leading the group. 

Tuesday Centering Prayer Group will keep the same schedule as the 
Tuesday Devotional Group and starts at 10:45 a.m.  We usually are 
done by 11:15 a.m.  This is a way of slowing yourself down and 
learning to discipline one’s mind to “let go” and slowly giving God 
permission to “ do some inner healing”.  It is a practice that can be 
done individually, but it is also a different experience in a group setting 
with people at various levels of experience.   

Women’s Association 
There will be no meeting in June for Open 
Circle. Look for information in the August 
Newsletter about our Summer Picnic at 
Sherwood Oaks. All women of the church are 
invited to this event. 

The Women's Association has purchased a new 
gas stove for the kitchen and it arrived on May 
23rd. We also ordered new chairs for around 
the tables in Fellowship Hall. These will replace 
the old red ones.  

The Birthday Offering was a success, and the $600 collected will be 
divided to help fund an inclusive playground for children with 
disabilities in Effington, IL., the Good Shepherd Community Nursing 
Center in Phelps, Ky. to improve the quality of life and safety of people 
in the Appalachian  Region and Wings of Refuge in Iowa to help 
women victimized by human trafficking. 

The Women's Association would like to thank everyone that supports 
us. We look forward to using the new stove, so in the fall remember to 
buy lots of soup! 

Deane Lavender Memorial Service 
The memorial service for Deane Lavender will be held at Sherwood 
Oaks on June 29th at 11:00 a.m. with Connie Frierson officiating.

News You Can Use



�4 June 2019News You Can Use
Walking the Way with Connie Frierson 

Wednesday, June 26th @ 7:00 p.m. 
Join Connie as she discusses her hike along the Camino de Santiago
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Pastor Nominating Committee Update
Committee Members 

David Sloat 
Jane Lavender 
Rich Gigliotti 

Caroline Baker 
Wils Cooley 

Judy Kercovich 
Alicia McKee 

Eric Stoltenberg

The PNC has begun meeting with 
selected candidates over the last month 
with both virtual and in-person initial 
interviews depending on the candidate's 
location. The group will continue with 
several more of these interviews in the 
coming weeks. Each of the candidates 
that we have met so far, as well as those 
yet to be interviewed, bring different 
talents and visions to their ministries.  

Please continue to pray for our group as 
we seek God's will toward the goal of 
uniting one of these prospects with our 
congregation's future vision for Calvin. 

PNC Process 
PNC works on MIF (in progress 1/2019) 
PNC submits completed MIF Session for 

review and approval 
MIF reviewed and approved by the MVC 
PNC given access to upload MIF to CLC 
MIF’s and PIF’s matched via CLC; candidates 

also submit PIF’s without using CLC 
PNC interviews candidates; narrows to final 

3-5 candidates 
Final candidate interviewed by MVC 
PNC extends call to candidate; Terms of Call 

negotiated 
Candidate preaches at church and 

congregation votes on candidate 
Pastor-Elect begins ministry 
Presbytery conducts ordination/installation 

service

Summer Music & Picnic 

Sunday, June 30th following 11:00 a.m. worship  

Surf ’s up!  Join your Calvin friends and the worship 
band for a celebration of  summer. The band will play 
summer/beach music while you enjoy the fine dining of  
burgers and hot dogs. Dress casually for worship or put 
on your flip flops afterwards.  

Guests attending are asked to bring a picnic side dish or dessert. A sign up sheet is on the 
bulletin board in Fellowship Hall. Please be specific as to what you are bringing so we 
don’t have duplicates.

Financial Task Force Report 
Doug Gebhard appointed a special team to look at current giving patterns and recommend, if necessary, long-term plans to 
ingrain financial generosity in the lives of Calvin Church people. Craig Barrow, Cary Efaw, and Beth Willard made up the 
team. They submitted their report to Session in May. Session committees and staff will be responsible for implementing 
various recommendations made by the task force.  A copy of the report can be downloaded here, or a copy can be obtained 
from the information table outside the sanctuary in Fellowship Hall.

News You Can Use

https://static.wixstatic.com/ugd/d29f20_20b09b09ae7540ceb5aa3d23477c8e03.pdf
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Mission Matters
Without Reservations — Calvin Bike Mission 
The “bike mission” was started at Calvin Church in 2016, and we finally named it — Without 
Reservations. New name, same purpose: to help the Lakota Indians on Pine Ridge Reservation 
in South Dakota. To date we have taken two trips to Wanblee, SD, and delivered over 230 
bikes. We have sent over 100 air mattresses and hundreds of books.   

We are scheduled for our third trip to deliver bikes on June 15th this year.  Our goal is to 
deliver 120 bikes, and currently we have 80+ ready. This year, we have a new location where 
we work on bikes. Robinson Fans in Harmony has graciously allowed us to use a building. We also continue to repair bikes in 
the basement of Sweet Jeanie’s Ice Cream Shop in Grove City.

HOW YOU CAN HELP 
• Pray for the Indians and for us 
• Donate to the mission (write “Bikes” on the 

memo line payable to Calvin Presbyterian 
Church). We need over $2000 to cover the 
costs of the truck and fuel.  

• Donate bikes and helmets (drop off site is the 
bike rack by Faith House) 

• Help repair and clean the bikes (Sundays, but 
other days can be arranged)

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Truck Loading Night 
Wednesday, June 12th @ 5:30 PM 
Grove City, at Sweet Jeanie’s.   

We need many people to help bring over 100 bikes up the 
steps and load the truck that will transport the bike to South 
Dakota. 
  
Bike Distribution Day and BBQ  
Saturday, June 15th 
Wanblee, SD.   

We welcome anyone who wants to join us in delivering 
bikes and building a stronger relationship with the Lakota of 
Pine Ridge.

Contact Information  
Glen Sanders  gesanders@outlook.com 
David Wuchina  dwuchina@gmail.com 
Robert Stubenbort biggreyhorse@yahoo.com
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Meals on Wheels  
It is that time of year again when Calvin Church provides desserts for Meals-On-
Wheels. Volunteering to make or buy desserts for our senior citizens in need is a 
big part of the Mission of Calvin Church. Without your cooperation Meals-On-
Wheels would not be able to provide their clients with such a valuable and needed 
service.  

Our weeks are: 
Monday, June 24th through Friday, June 28th 
Monday, July 1st through Friday, July 5th (closed July 4th)  
Monday, July 8th through Friday, July 12th  

All desserts are to be delivered to the English Lutheran Church at the High Street entrance between 7:00 a.m. and 9:00 a.m. 
We need 30 baked goods and 30 fresh or canned fruit, and 12 diabetic baked goods and 12 fresh or canned fruit. Please 
contact Judy Kercovich at 724-774-5746 or  jkercovich@yahoo.com if you can help. We appreciate your support.

Food Cupboard 
The postal department held their annual food drive in May.  Southwest Butler Co. Food Cupboard 
benefitted from the drives in Zelienople and Beaver.  The shelves were well stocked after 
everything was sorted and put away. Thank you to all who donated through this drive. 

We are now packing groceries in bags from Aldi's and no longer in need of plastic grocery bags.  
Please recycle these bags at your grocery store.  

May needs include:   
Toiletries 
Hygiene Items 
Cleaning Supplies

Have a contribution or idea for the next newsletter? Send an email to our Office Administrator at office.cpc@zoominternet.net 
or call 724-452-7560

Lay Training Program in Oti Presbytery, Ghana 
The Mission Committee discerned that it was God’s will to devote the 2019 Ghana mission budget to a lay training 
program for members of the Oti Presbytery. This program will provide scholarships to 10 people for training at Peki 
Seminary, the Evangelical Presbyterian Church’s seminary for educating pastors and catechists. This scholarship program 
will include tuition, books and living expenses. This is a six-month program with the training to tentatively begin in 
September. 

Our partner presbytery in Ghana, the Oti Presbytery, consists of 10 districts. A pastor serves a district which may have 
from 4 to 12 churches. The Ghanaian Presbyterians that finish this training program will be able to assist the minister with 
worship and pastoral care. 

The Mission Committee thanks you for the prayers and the financial support that have made this endeavor possible. We 
hope you will continue to partner with us as we work together to spread God’s love, justice, and mercy in Ghana and 
throughout the world.

Mission Matters



Church Staff  and Session Members

415 E. Grandview Ave.
Zelienople, PA  16063

724-452-7560

www.calvinchurchzelie.org

Address Service Requested

Church Staff  
Rev. Doug Gebhard	 Interim Senior Pastor 
Rev. Connie Frierson	 Associate Pastor for Pastoral Care and Program 
Bruce Smith	 	 Director of  Music/Youth Director 
Toni Schlemmer	 Director of  Fine Arts 
DeWayne Segafredo	 Technical Director/Accompanist 
Dahn Kilroy	 	 Office Administrator 
Karen Frank	 	 Treasurer 
Greg Zimmerman	 Custodial Staff  
Sheldon Weiher		 Custodial Staff  
Tom Reiber	 Worship Visuals 
Scott Caputy	 	 Worship Audio 
Maggie Danko		 Worship Musician	 
Dr. David English	 Music Advisor (Volunteer) 

Session Members 
Cathy Baker	 Clerk of  Session	 Eric Stoltenberg Personnel & Finance Committee 
Kevin Trobaugh	 Building & Grounds Committee	 Steve Fowler	 Worship & Arts Committee 
Glenn Sanders	 Communications Committee	 Marilyn Evans	 Youth Formation & Ed. Committee 
Peter Sylves	 Spiritual Nurture Committee	 Ashley Gigliotti	 Zelienople Nursery School Committee 
Amy Sloat	 Mission Committee	 Kelly Stefanacci	 Membership Committee

http://www.calvinchurchzelie.org
http://www.calvinchurchzelie.org



