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How many situations have you been in where you’ve had the opportunity to effect the outcome of a 
significant event? Apart from personal relationships or family life (where we have obvious impact), most 
folks do their work or complete tasks assigned them typically not affecting the mission of the business or 
organization. But here at Calvin Church, you have a chance to make a big impact on the future ministry and 
mission of the church. 

Phase II of the Capital Campaign is now underway with the goal of receiving $70,000. With the parking lot 
repaired and expanded, drainage problems resolved in this area, and a new storage shed in place, Calvin 
Church is poised for the next leg of its faith journey. A new Pastor will be called sometime in the near future, 
and she/he will equip you so you can fulfill your vision and mission. But she/he shouldn’t carry the burden 
of finishing this campaign; that’s not a good way to start a ministry.

CALVIN’S NEWS AND NOTES

Paving the Way for the Future 
Capital Campaign Phase II



�2 August 2019

So, the challenge before you is to run this race with your eyes on the prize of a completed Capital 
Campaign by the Fall. You have been so generous in the past (and with this campaign) with the church’s 
ministry and mission benefitting from your generosity. Imagine the gift you can give your next Pastor in a 
successful campaign! 

You may make your contribution online, through direct deposit, or with a check. You may contact any one 
of the Capital Campaign Committee members with your questions (Cathy Baker, Doug Mahony, Dave 
McConahy, Tom Surgalski — Chair). 

Thanks you for all you do for this church and God’s mission.

Thank you to Blue Fox Landscape Design for 
all the great work they did around the outside of  
the church!
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August Worship 

August 4 — Connie Frierson  
Theme: The Meaning of Life and The Source of Life 
Scripture: Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-23 
Baptism @ 11:00 a.m. 
Lord’s Supper @ 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 

August 11 — Doug Gebhard 
Theme: Our Heart’s True Home 
Scripture: Luke 12:32-40 

August 18 — Doug Gebhard 
Theme: Back to the Garden 
Scripture: Isaiah 5:1-7 

August 25 — Doug Gebhard 
Theme: Sabbath 
Scripture: Luke 13:10-17 

Committees and Session 

Committees will resume their usual schedule of 
meetings in August. The Session will meet as usual 
on the third Tuesday of the Month (August 20th) at 
7:00 p.m. 

Two Part Camino Travel Log 

August 11th and August 18th 
Between Services — 10:15 a.m. to 10:50 a.m. 

The Rev. Connie Frierson will be sharing her 
pilgrimage on the Camino de Santiago.  Come see 
the views, the hostels, the churches and the 
countryside of Spain and learn about this ancient 
pilgrimage walked by millions and completed by 
two of our own Calvin family.

Study Groups 
The Devotional Prayer Group will begin again in the middle of  
September. This group meets every Tuesday morning at 9:30 a.m. and  
is devoted to teaching a deeper form of prayer than most Christians 
are used to engaging in. It stills the mind and opens the soul. The new 
book will be announced in an upcoming August bulletin along with 
the bulk ordering information.  Stay tuned! 

The Centering Prayer Group will also be returning in September 
after the Devotional Prayer Group at 10:45 a.m. 

Women’s Association 
The Women's Association will have their annual picnic at the 
Sherwood Oaks Summer House on Thursday, August 15th at 6:00 
p.m. All of the women of the church are invited to eat and play a few 
games. Everyone should bring a covered dish, like a salad, main dish, 
or a dessert. Drinks will be provided. Come and spend time with 
friends and make new ones. Call Judy Kercovich at 724-774-5746 or 
email jkercovich@yahoo.com if you are coming. We will need your 
name so that you can get through the gate. 

Fall Spiritual Retreat  
 This year’s all-church spiritual retreat at the Frierson Farm will be 
Saturday, September 28th from 8:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. The retreat 
leader will again be Dr. Leanna Fuller, professor of pastoral care at 
Pittsburgh Theological Seminary, speaking about “Spiritual Practices”.  

Discernment is an intentional effort to seek and participate in the 
activity of God, either as individuals or as 
communities of faith. This Fall Retreat will 
explore specific spiritual practices 
that can enrich our devotional lives 
while also helping us to discern 
God's activity in the world and 
how we may be called to join in 
God's work. We will think together 
about how to say "no" to those things that crowd out God, and "yes" 
to ways of life that make space for God. Our time together will include 
a variety of learning activities, including reflection, conversation, and 
embodied practice. 

The retreat is $15.00 per person payable to Calvin Church, please 
mark Retreat in the memo line. To register call or email Marie 
Campbell at MarieCampbell@zoominternet.net. Registration is limited 
to 30 people so please don’t wait! Registration and payment deadline 
September 16th.

News You Can Use
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VBS: To Mars and Beyond 

July 29-August 2
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Summer Music and Picnic 

Sunday, June 30, 2019
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The PNC continues to meet on a weekly basis, 
spending many additional hours of time each 
week listening to sermons and researching 
pastors. We have reviewed over 100 Pastor 
Information Forms, conducted 9 in-person 
and Skype interviews, and talked to many 
more pastors via phone.  We have been 
blessed with meeting many good candidates 
each of whom would bring a different set of 
skills and focuses to Calvin.  We have begun 
to narrow our search to the three leading 
candidates, and so begins our next phase which includes a deeper dive into 
their histories, references, and setting up in-person meetings for those that 
are not in the area.   

As we continue on this journey, we ask for the prayers and patience from 
the congregation.   In particular, we ask for your prayers to help God guide 
us as we review and talk in-depth with these three candidates.  It is possible 
that none of these three will be called to our pulpit,  it is possible that all 
three will offer wonderful blessings. We are excited and energized by the 
discernment process and will continue working diligently as servants of 
Calvin Church to discover whom God is calling to shepherd our flock.  

Pastor Nominating Committee Update
Committee Members 

David Sloat 
Jane Lavender 
Rich Gigliotti 

Caroline Baker 
Wils Cooley 

Judy Kercovich 
Alicia McKee 

Eric Stoltenberg

PNC Process 
PNC works on MIF (in progress 1/2019) 
PNC submits completed MIF Session for 

review and approval 
MIF reviewed and approved by the MVC 
PNC given access to upload MIF to CLC 
MIF’s and PIF’s matched via CLC; candidates 

also submit PIF’s without using CLC 
PNC interviews candidates 
Narrows to final 3-5 candidates 
Final candidate interviewed by MVC 
PNC extends call to candidate; Terms of Call 

negotiated 
Candidate preaches at church and 

congregation votes on candidate 
Pastor-Elect begins ministry 
Presbytery conducts ordination/installation 

service

Capital Campaign Goal: $150,000 

Total to Date: $80,000 

Next Phase Goal: $70,000
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Food Cupboard 
August is the time for those last minute vacations, picnics, and school shopping.  While everyone is 
busy with these activities, it is easy to forget the food cupboard.  Unfortunately, hunger never takes a 
vacation.  Please add a few extra items to your grocery list for our neighbors who need our help. 

August needs include:   
Helper Meals 
Baking Items 
Peanut Butter

Have a contribution or idea for the next newsletter? Send an email to our Office Administrator at office.cpc@zoominternet.net 
or call 724-452-7560

Mission Matters

Jelly 
Canned Fruit and Vegetables 
Pancake Mix

Ghana Mission Network meeting  
June 27th-30th in Erie, PA 
An African proverb says: “If you want to run fast, run alone. If you 
want to run far, run together.”  Following are two examples of 
what participants shared at our June Ghana Mission Network 
meeting in Erie, Pennsylvania that demonstrate how by running 
together we can assist our brothers and sisters in Ghana. 

John Etheredge will serve as a two-year volunteer in Ghana 
assisting with the Evangelical Presbyterian Church of Ghana’s 
efforts to address the root causes of systemic poverty.  He will 
serve in a program aimed at educating primary and secondary 
school youth who have dropped out of formal schooling, some 
due to pregnancy. John will tutor and mentor them so they can 
return to school.  

We learned more about the needs of the Dan Moser Clinic in Oti 
Presbytery, our partner in mission in Ghana.  The purpose of this 
church clinic is to give quality healthcare to the communities 
surrounding Dambai.  Most of the residents are employed as 
small scale fisherfolks with a few government workers.  The 
needs are for basic medical laboratory equipment for the testing 
of malaria, HIV/AIDS, yellow fever, etc.  A new maternity ward 
building was completed with donations from churches in 
Germany.  This maternity ward needs furnishings and antenatal 
care accessories. 

The project is called “Labors of Love” with a goal of raising 
$50,000 for this clinic and two other church clinics in Ghana. So 
far, $8662.73 has been donated. 

We concluded the 2019 meeting with a joint worship service 
with First Presbyterian Church of the Covenant in Erie and the 
Ghana Mission Network. This was a joyous celebration, with 
African music and dance, and a sermon delivered by the Rev. 
Philomena Ofor-Nipaah preaching on our conference theme, 
“How Good and Pleasant to Live in Unity.”
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