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The first slide of a cartoon I recently 
enjoyed depicted a minister in front of an 
Advent Wreath, her arms outstretched as to 
give a benediction. Peace radiating from 
her face she says, “Slowdown. Quiet. It’s 
Advent.”  

The second slide depicted her in front of 
her desk, the phone ringing off the hook, 
her arms again outstretched, but as to 
submit, give up, throw in the towel. Her 
eyes wide open, her mouth crooked, there 
are word balloons in every conceivable 
direction: “Planned the Services Yet?” “Ordered Poinsettias?” “Who’s making wreaths?” “Christmas Party 
is where?” “Hurry up. Get to Work. It’s Advent” and lastly, in the bottom corner you see her child asking, 
“Done your shopping yet, mom?” 
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John Fischer  tells of meeting two brothers who own a manufacturing company. These guys walk among 

their people. They don’t throw their weight around; they throw themselves around, meeting all the needs 
they can. They are committed to the families of their employees and provide counseling services for those 
with more serious problems. They rarely fire anyone; if there’s a problem, they try and fix it. They take 
personal responsibility for the welfare of every family. They go to bed at night wondering how everybody 
is. Every Christmas, they throw a banquet for their employees and their families, followed by an overnight 
stay at a local hotel with an indoor swimming pool. They are following Christ’s model of giving, and they 
are making a difference in the lives of the people they serve.  

This is the way God gave that first Christmas. God owes us nothing, yet God gave us everything. And God 
asks for nothing in return. In fact, we can give nothing in return that comes anywhere near the value of 
God’s gift to us. The closest we can come is to give God our own lives in service and obedience, which in 
truth is all that we have. Which makes our service not a duty, but a gift. Not an obligation, but a joy. Our 
service to God is our gift back. It’s nothing we can buy and wrap up. It costs more than that.  

I’m writing this my second day here at Calvin and by calling me to 
serve as your Senior Minister you’ve already gifted me with infinitely 
more than I deserve. I don’t say this lightly. I don’t say this to earn 
brownie points. I don’t say this to act pastoral. I say that because it’s 
true. I say that because I feel like Wayne and Garth of Waynes World 
saying, “I’m not worthy. I’m not worthy.” I say that because God has 
deeply blessed Calvin.  

I ended my first day at Calvin by having dinner with Josh at Primanti’s and I drove home crying tears of 
deep, deep JOY! It wasn’t because I had their #2 Best Seller; it was because I realized that I get to do what 
God made me to do, which I love to do, with the most inspired, faithful, and capable staff and 
congregation I’ve known in 20 years of ministry. Normally I’d want to back that up with examples, but I 
don’t need to, you know exactly what I’m saying. Our ministry at Calvin is not something we can buy and 
wrap up. I cost’s more than that. It is not an obligation, it’s a joy, because it’s our gift back to God and it 
gives us all a small taste of what it feels like to Be Christmas….

Rev. A. David Paul, M.S., M.Div.  
Calvin Presbyterian Church

Can You Serve on Christmas Eve?  
We need scripture readers, candle lighters, and 
greeters for both our 6:00 and 8:00 p.m. worship 
services. If you can serve at either, please contact the 
church office at office.cpc@zoominternet.net.  

December 29th 
10:00 a.m. — Regular Worship Service

4:00 p.m. — Family service for families with small children 
with short attention spans 
6:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m. — Traditional service featuring 
scripture, carols, and candle-lighting
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Adult Education 

December 22 
Join us for an open mic where you will have the 
opportunity to get to know Rev. David Paul by 
asking him questions. 

Christmas Joy Offering Helps a 
Student Move From 
Homelessness to Hope 

As a high school senior, Devon Kelly, had no place 
to call home and little hope. Beginning at age 14, he 
slept wherever he could find a place to lay his head. 
He stayed with cousins, friends, his grandmother, 
and his aunt. Sometimes he spent the night 
outdoors on a park bench. His mother’s struggles 
with mental illness and other medical issues had 
diminished her ability to care for Devon and his 
brother. 
 “Growing up on Chicago’s South Side was really 
tough,” he said. “By the time I was 18, I had lost 
several family members to gun violence. I had lost 
other family members to the judicial system. 
Honestly, I thought I was going to be another 
statistic.” However, his entire outlook, and his life, 
began to change when he encountered an 
admissions representative from Stillman College at 
his high school. Stillman is a historically black 
college in Tuscaloosa, AL affiliated with the 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). 
Today, Devon is pursuing a master’s in social work at 
the University of Alabama, and he has his sights set 
on helping children and youth, who like him, have 
faced severe adversity. 
The Christmas Joy Offering helps others like Devon 
find hope, and perhaps a better future.  The 
Christmas Joy Offering is the perfect gift – the love 
of God, the love of Christ. The Christmas Joy 
Offering will be received on Sunday, December 
22nd. 

School Closings 

There will be no Sunday school or CYG over the 
Christmas and New Year’s holiday weekends. There 
also will be no Sunday school classes on December 
15th, when the children and their families are invited 
to join other interested members as we make 
gingerbread houses in Fellowship Hall.

Study Groups 
The Tuesday Devotional Group will conclude its discussion of the 
book To Bless the Space between Us on December 17th. The next 
group will begin on February 4, 2020 with the book  The Great 
Spiritual Migration by Brian D. McLaren. It will end on March 31st.   
The group meets Tuesday morning from 9:30-10:30 a.m. in the Calvin 
Conference Room.  

The Center Prayer Group follows the same schedule as the Tuesday 
morning Devotional Group so it  will conclude its practice of 
gathering for Centering Prayer on December 17th and resume on 
February 4th. 

Gingerbread House Party For All! 
The Youth Formation committee invites you to join us on December 
15th between services (during adult and children’s education time) for 
an all-ages Gingerbread House Party in Fellowship Hall. The kids enjoy 
this every year and we want to spread the fun (and stickiness) to all 
ages! Even if you don’t want to get hands-on in the process, come and 
watch the sugar artists and enjoy a candy sample.  This is an 
opportunity for fellowship, family, and bringing the generations 
together for holiday fun.  We will provide the “foundation” materials of 
crackers and icing.  Please bring decorating candies to share. 

Food Cupboard 
December is a busy time at the Food Cupboard.  There are extra 
groceries needed to prepare Christmas dinner and we are able to 
help stock the shelves.  Wishes have been filled and the gifts are given 
to parents.  There may even be candy canes or other seasonal treats. 
It is a happy time for everyone. 

December needs include: 
Cranberry sauce 
Cookie mixes 
Canned vegetables 
Canned chicken 
Tuna 

Christmas Tree Angel Program 
The Mission Committee has agreed to participate in the Glade Run 
Lutheran Services Christmas Angel Program. The 150 tags have been 
claimed. Gifts must be returned to Fellowship Hall (DO NOT take to 
Glade Run) by Thursday, December 12th so they can be delivered on 
Friday. Place the gift with the tag visible in the box beside the tree. Do 
not wrap the gifts, but you could use a gift bag with no tissue paper.

News You Can Use

Peanut butter 
Jelly 
Oatmeal 
Sauerkraut



Church Staff  and Session Members

415 E. Grandview Ave.
Zelienople, PA  16063

724-452-7560

www.calvinchurchzelie.org

Address Service Requested

Church Staff  
Rev. A. David Paul	 Senior Pastor 
Rev. Connie Frierson	 Associate Pastor for Pastoral Care and Program 
Bruce Smith	 	 Director of  Music/Youth Director 
Toni Schlemmer	 Director of  Fine Arts 
DeWayne Segafredo	 Technical Director/Accompanist 
Dahn Kilroy	 	 Office Administrator 
Karen Frank	 	 Treasurer 
Greg Zimmerman	 Custodial Staff  
Sheldon Weiher		 Custodial Staff  
Tom Reiber	 Worship Visuals 
Scott Caputy	 	 Worship Audio 
Maggie Danko		 Worship Musician	 
Dr. David English	 Music Advisor (Volunteer) 

Session Members 
Cathy Baker	 Clerk of  Session	 Eric Stoltenberg Personnel & Finance Committee 
Kevin Trobaugh	 Building & Grounds Committee	 Steve Fowler	 Worship & Arts Committee 
Glenn Sanders	 Communications Committee	 Marilyn Evans	 Youth Formation & Ed. Committee 
Peter Sylves	 Spiritual Nurture Committee	 Ashley Gigliotti	 Zelienople Nursery School Committee	
Kelly Stefanacci	 Membership Committee
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